
 

Resources for Urban Ministry 

 

Online Resources 

The following resources are available to download 
for free from Covenant Seminary’s online Ministry 
Resources. Simply click on the links below to access 
each resource.  
 
For more urban ministry resources, visit Ministry 
Resources and search “urban ministry” or related 
keywords or authors.  

 

Printed Sermons/Lectures 

Barrs, Jerram. “Seek Justice; Encourage the Oppressed” 
View article in PDF format 

 
Gray, Rick. “The Voice of Truth”  

View article in PDF format   
 
Meek, Jim. “Like A City Without Walls” 

(Gal. 5:22–23) 
View article in PDF format

 
 

Audio Sermons/Lectures: 

Haack, Margi. “Postmodern Credo: Hypocrisy Rots, 
Authenticity Rules” 
Download MP3 audio       

 
Johnson, Greg. “The God of Personal Peace and 

Affluence? Questions Raised by the Global Growth 
of Evangelicalism”  
Download MP3 Audio  

 
 

Other Online Resources 

The following resources are available through Web 
sites other than that of Covenant Seminary.  (Copy 
and paste the appropriate URL into your browser’s 
address bar.) 
 
Articles 

Beattie, Karen. “Welcome To America: What Could One 
Woman Do for a Refugee Family of Six?” 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/tcw/2001/006/ 
13.90.html 

 
Davis, Mike. “Planet of Slums: Urban Involution and the 

Informal Proletariat” 
http://www.newleftreview.net/NLR26001.shtml 

 
Frame. John. “Minorities and the Reformed Church” 

http://www.thirdmill.org/files/english/practical_ 
theology/68718~1_16_2003_12-49-10_PM~PT. 
Frame.Minorities.Reformed.Churches.doc 

 
Hoksbergen, Roland. “Partnering for Development: Why 

It’s Important, Why It’s So Hard, and How to Go 
About It” 
http://community.gospelcom.net/Brix?pageID=8002 

 
Jencks, Christopher. “Who Should Get In?”  

Part 1: http://www.nybooks.com/articles/14868 
Part 2: http://www.nybooks.com/articles/article-
preview?article_id=14942 

 
Books 

Interurban Network. Transforming the City: From Dream 
to Reality 
http://www.telchar.com/telchar/theocity.htm 
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Online Journals 

City Journal (from April 15, 2002) 
http://www.city-journal.org/ 

 
Urban Mission Journal (from Westminster Theological 

Seminary) 
http://www.wts.edu/publications/journal/ 
umjindex.htm 

 
 

Books 

Theology of Urban Ministry 

Bakke, Ray. A Biblical Word for an Urban World. Valley 
Forge: Board of International Ministries, American 
Baptist Churches in the U.S.A., 2000.

 
________. A Theology as Big as the City. Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997. 
 
Conn, Harvie M., and Manuel Ortiz. Urban Ministry: The 

Kingdom, the City, and the People of God. Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001. 

 
Davey, Andrew. Urban Christianity and Global Order: 

Theological Resources for an Urban Future. Peabody, 
MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 2002. 

 
Linthicum, Robert. City of God, City of Satan: A Biblical 

Theology of the Urban Church. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 1991. 
 

Meadows, Peter. Rich Thinking About the World’s Poor: 
Seeing Poverty Through God’s Eyes. Waynesboro, GA: 
Authentic Lifestyle, 2003. 

 
Sherman, Amy L. Sharing God’s Heart for the Poor: 

Meditations for Worship, Prayer, and Service. 
Charlottesville, VA: Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
1999. 

 
Van Engen, Charles, and Jude Tiersma, eds. God So Loved 

the City: Seeking a Theology for Urban Ministry. 
Monrovia, CA: MARC (World Vision 
International), 1994. 

 

Historical 

Conn, Harvie. The American City and the Evangelical 
Church: A Historical Overview. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Books, 1994. 

 
Frick, Frank S. The City in Ancient Israel. Sheffield: 

Sheffield Academic Press, 1995. 
 
Meeks, Wayne A. The First Urban Christians: The Social 

World of the Apostle Paul. New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 2003. 

 
Mumford, Lewis. The City in History: Its Origins, Its 

Transformations, and Its Prospects. New York: MJF 
Books 1989. 

 
Sjoberg, Gideon. The Preindustrial City: Past and Present. 

New York: Free Press, 1965. 
 

Cross-Cultural 

Elmer, Duane. Cross-Cultural Connections: Stepping Out 
and Fitting in Around the World. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 2002. 

 
Fadiman, Anne. The Spirit Catches You and You Fall 

Down. New York: Noonday Press, 1998. 
 

Lane, Patty. Beginner’s Guide to Crossing Cultures: Making 
Friends in a Multicultural World. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 2002. 

 
Pocock, Michael, and Joseph Henriques. Cultural Change 

and Your Church: Helping Your Church Thrive in a 
Diverse Society. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 
2002. 

 
Theological Education 

Conn, Harvie. The Urban Face of Mission: Ministering the 
Gospel in a Diverse and Changing World. Phillipsburg, 
NJ: P&R Pub., 2002. 

 
Claerbaut, David. Urban Ministry. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Ministry Resources Library, 1983 
 
Fuder, John Edwin. Training Students for Urban Ministry: 

An Experiential Approach. Eugene, OR: Wipf and 
Stock Publishers, 2001. 
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Greenway, Roger S., and Timothy M. Monsma, eds. 
Cities: Missions New Frontier. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Books, 2000. 

 
Smith, Glenn, ed. The Gospel and Urbanization. 

Montreal: Christian Direction, Inc., 1990. 
 
Villafane, Eldin,  Bruce W. Jackson, Robert A. Evans, 

and Alice Frazer Evans, eds. Transforming the City: 
Reframing Education for Urban Ministry. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2001. 

 
Sociological 

Meeks, Wayne A. The First Urban Christians: The Social 
World of the Apostle Paul. New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 2003. 

 
Spradley, James P. Participant Observation. New York: 

Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1980. 
 
Tonna, Benjamin. A Gospel for the City: A Socio-Theology 

of Urban Ministry. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 
1982. 
 

Practical Theology 

Barna, George. The Power of Team Leadership. Colorado 
Springs, CO: WaterBrook Press, 2001. 

 
Cladis, George. Leading the Team-Based Church: How 

Pastors and Church Staffs Can Grow Together into a 
Powerful Fellowship of Leaders. San Francisco: Jossey-
Bass, 1999. 

 
Conn, Harvie M., and Manuel Ortiz. Urban Ministry: The 

Kingdom, the City, and the People of God. Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001. 

 
DeYoung, Curtiss Paul, Michael O. Emerson, George 

Yancey, and Karen Chai Kim. United by Faith: The 
Multiracial Congregation as an Answer to the Problem of 
Race. Oxford & New York: Oxford University Press, 
2003. 

 
Fuder, John Edwin, ed. A Heart for the City. Chicago, IL: 
Moody Press, 1999. 

 
Harper, Nile, and Associates. Urban Churches, Vital Signs: 

Beyond Charity Toward Justice. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 1999. 

Keller, Timothy J., and J. Allen Thompson. Church 
Planting Manual from the Redeemer Church Planting 
Center. New York: Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 
2002. 

 
Linthicum, Robert. Transforming Power: Biblical Strategies 

for Making a Difference in Your Community. Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2003. 

 
Meyers, Eleanor Scott. Envisioning the New City: A Reader 

on Urban Ministry. Louisville, KY: Westminster/John 
Knox Press, 1992. 

 
Myers, Bryant L. Walking With the Poor: Principles and 

Practices of Transformational Development. Maryknoll, 
NY: Orbis Books, 1999. 

 
Perkins, John M. Restoring At-Risk Communities: Doing it 

Together, Doing it Right. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Books, 1995. 

 
Smith, Glenn, ed. The Gospel and Urbanization. 

Montreal: Christian Direction, Inc., 1990. 
 
Taylor, William D. Kingdom Partnerships for Synergy in 

Missions. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 
1994. 

 
Yancey, George. One Body, One Spirit: Principles of 

Successful Multiracial Churches. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 2003. 

 
 

Articles 

Pohl, Christine D. “Biblical Issues in Mission and 
Migration.” Missiology: An International Review, 
January 2003.  

Bruce, Malina. “First Century Personality: Dyadic, Not 
Individual,” in The Social World of Luke-Acts: Models 
for Interpretation, ed. Jerome H. Neyrey. Peabody, 
MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1991. 

 
 

Journals 

Urban Perspectives 
Urban Mission Journal (last issue June1999) 
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Video Resources 

Building a People of Power: Biblical Principles for Faith-based 
Community Organizing. Video series hosted by Robert 
C. Linthicum. Colorado Springs, CO: Crown 
Ministries International. 

 
 

Churches 

Various St. Louis-area churches, as well as other 
churches in a variety of locations, have cooperated 
with Covenant Theological Seminary to provide 
students with unique service opportunities and 
exposure to ministry in an urban context.  Contact 
UMI for more information on how you can be 
involved. 
 
 

For More Information 

For more information on resources relating to urban 
ministry, contact the Urban Ministry Initiative 
office by phone at 1.800.264.8064, by e-mail at 
umi@covenantseminary.edu, or search Covenant 
Seminary’s Ministry Resources online at 
www.covenantseminary.edu. 
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